
School Calendar 

2014/2015 

Christmas Holidays 

School is closing Fri Dec 19th  

Re-opening Monday Jan 5th 

2015 

 

February Mid-Term Break  

School is closing Fri 13th Feb 

Re-opening Mon 23rd Feb  

 

St Patrick’s Day 

School closed Mon 16th and 

Tues 17th March 

 

 

 

We would welcome your 

input on any issues or topics 

you would like to see your 

Parents’ Association address 

over the coming year.  Please 

email your suggestions to 

secretary@scoilbhrideclanepa.

com 

We’re on the Web! 

www.scoilbhrideclanepa.co

m 

Scoil Bhríde Website 

www.scoilbhrideclane.ie 

 
Useful websites on Education 

and Education Resources for 

Parents, Teachers, and 

Students: 

www.helpmykidlearn.ie 

www.npc.ie 

 

 

Principal’s Message  
Dear Parents, 

It is hard to believe another term is drawing to a close. This has been a busy, eventful 

but exciting term for us. 

On September 19th we were notified of our Whole School Evaluation which took place 

on 3rd, 4th, 5th November. Everyone worked so hard and we are very proud of our 

pupils, staff and parents. Well done to all. 

October 24th was a momentous occasion for Scoil Bhríde. Anne Giffney retired on that day after 35 

years teaching the children of Clane. Anne shared her great talents as a teacher and as an Assistant 

Principal with us all. She was deeply loved by children and parents. All of us staff are missing a dear 

friend. I want to formally acknowledge Anne’s contribution to Education in Clane over the past 35 

years and thank her for her work. I’m sure you will join me in wishing Anne a long, happy healthy and 

fulfilling Retirement with her family and friends. 

Our new building is nearing completion, and we will be moving in on Friday 16th January. We are very 

excited to be at this stage of the programme and we look forward to having parents in to see our 

bright and impressive new facilities. Many thanks to the Parents Association for their great work in 

organising a fundraising concert with Vladimir in the Parish Church on December 11th at 8.00pm. Funds 
raised will be used to set up our new library. Please support this fundraiser. It promises to be a won-

derful night and it is a very worthy cause. 

Please note the school will close at 12 noon on Friday 19th December. We re-open on Monday 5th 

January.  

I wish you a very happy and peaceful Christmas. I look forward to working with you again in 2015. 

Yours Sincerely  

Deirdre Costello, Principal  

Message from Chairperson     
Dear Parents 

Welcome back to a new school year at Scoil Bhríde.   Such an exciting time for all the girls 

with the new school year and the new build in progress.   We started the year with our 

AGM and election of a new committee, I wish to express thanks to our outgoing committee 

some of whom served on the committee for many years.    

I would also like to take the opportunity to thank Anne Giffney  who retired this term.  Anne has been 

an extremely valuable member of staff at Scoil Bhríde.  She has been a teacher in the school for 30+ 

years and has been a wonderful and tireless contributor throughout.  Anne was the Green School 

Coordinator and worked with the PA on many projects, including the garden.  Best wishes on your 

retirement Anne. 

As you are aware the school went through a Whole School Evaluation during November, I would like 

to extend thanks to the principal and staff for all the hard work and hours they put into this evaluation.  

The report was overwhelmingly positive and reflects the great work being done in our school on a 

daily basis.  Well done to all staff and students. 

December is a busy time for all and our committee have an extra busy one planned.  Our fundraiser to 

raise needed funds for the new building fitout will  take place on Thursday 11th December.  The 
fundraiser concert is Vladamir’s Viennese Christmas (see detiails in newsletter)which you will have 

seen advertised around the village and school, we hope that as many parents as possible will support 

this wonderful nights entertainment.   

The Parents Association will also be involved in helping Santa visit the school the week before Xmas, 

and Mrs Claus will also be arriving with her guitar. 

On behalf of the Parents Assocation we wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Yours truly, 

Colette Hawkins 

Chairperson of Scoil Bhríde Parents Association 

Scoil Bhríde Newsletter 
 

 045 868614            www.scoilbhrideclane.ie 
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Vladimir's Viennese Christmas, School Building Fundraiser 

 
In Association with Scoil Bhríde National Girls School, Clane, Vladimir 

Jablokov will be holding his wonderful Viennese Christmas concert on 

Thursday 11th December in Clane Church of St. Patrick and St. Brigid. 

 

Concert starts at 8pm and tickets are €25.  

 

Tickets available from: 

- Marrons Pharmacy on 045 883 030   

- Clane Parish Office on 045 861 393 

- From 087 262 6767 

- From the Moat Theatre www.moattheatre.com 

 

This is a fundraising concert for Scoil Bhríde Girls School to help build a 

new library in the brand new school building. A great opportunity to 

support our local school and enjoy an evening of beautiful music. 

The Benefits of Learning to play an instrument 

As all our children learn the violin in Scoil Bhríde here are some of the additional benefits beyond the ability 

to play a piece of music..  

1. It improves academic skills. 

Music and math are highly intertwined. By understanding beat, rhythm, and scales, children are learning how to 

divide, create fractions, and recognize patterns.  

2. It develops physical skills. 

String and keyboard instruments, like the violin and piano, demand different actions from your right and left 

hands simultaneously. "It's like patting your head and rubbing your belly at the same time,”. Instruments not 

only help develop ambidexterity, but they can also encourage children to become comfortable in naturally un-

comfortable positions. Enhancing coordination and perfecting timing can prepare children for other hobbies, 

like dance and sports. 

3. It cultivates social skills. 

Group classes require peer interaction and communication, which encourage teamwork. 

4. It refines discipline and patience. 

Learning an instrument teaches children about delayed gratification. The violin, for example, has a steep learn-

ing curve. Before you can make a single sound, you must first learn how to hold the violin, how to hold the 

bow, and where to place your feet, Group lessons, in which students learn to play the same instruments in an 

ensemble, also improve patience, as children must wait their turn to play individually. And in waiting for their 

turns and listening to their classmates play, kids learn to show their peers respect, to sit still and be quiet for 

designated periods of time, and to be attentive. 

5. It boosts self-esteem. 

Lessons offer a forum where children can learn to accept and give constructive criticism. Turning negative 

feedback into positive change helps build self-confidence, Group lessons, in particular, may help children un-

derstand that nobody, including themselves or their peers, is perfect, and that everyone has room for im-

provement.  

6. It introduces children to other cultures. 

By learning about and playing a variety of instruments, kids can discover how music plays a critical role in oth-

er cultures. Although the modern-day violin has roots in Italy, learning to play it exposes children to classical 

music popularized by German and Austrian musicians.  

http://www.moattheatre.com/


This year the two Fifth classes are taking part in the Cross Border Peace Choir.  

The Peaceproms Concert at the R.D.S  in Dublin, is on Saturday January 31st at 2.p.m. Tickets will go on sale from this 

week through the Peace Proms website www.peaceproms.com 

Single tickets are €15 each. There is also an option to buy a family ticket for €50 to include 2 adults and 2 children 

Pupils will attend a workshop on Monday December 15th from 10.00a.m – 11.30 am at the Basketball Arena Tallaght. This 

will all be arranged by the school. Full details later. 

Please ensure that you buy tickets for the AFTERNOON SHOW as there is also a later show. All concerts are itemised 

on the site. 

The Cross Border Orchestra of Ireland (CBOI) was established in 1995 as a peace initiative and is now composed of 120 young 

people from all over Ireland-north and south. The CBOI is internationally recognised as one of Ireland’s flagship peace initiatives and 

has become one of the most acclaimed youth orchestras that Ireland has ever produced. 

The CBOI’s “Peace Proms” is a unique musical education programme in which 7,000 children from 250 schools throughout Ireland 

participate annually. The project culminates in a series of concerts held at venues throughout Ireland  January/February/March. 

 

The Scoil Bhríde Under 11 football team was in action in the Cumann na mBunscoil League, Division 1, during September 

and October. Victories over Maynooth (4-3 to 1-1) and Kill (3-5 to 2-2) secured a 

place in the semi- finals for Scoil Bhríde. Another exciting win against Kildare (2-6 

to 2-5) saw the girls advance to the County Final where they met Monasterevin. 

Scoil Bhríde not only had to compete against a very strong Monasterevin team but 

also against gale force weather conditions. Despite the best efforts of the Clane 

girls, Monasterevin scored a comprehensive victory.  

Team Panel: 

R. Ennis, C. Byrne, A. Healy, C. Walsh, C. Connolly, A. Whistler, S. Connolly, R. Lynch (C) C. Dunne, Á. Maguire, C. 

Lynch, N. Henry, E.R. Slattery, L. Gillman, K. Herbert, E. Kiernan, C.O’ Hara, K. Russell, K.O’ Brien,  

Team Mentors: Ms. R. Breen and Ms M. Fox. 

Well done to all the players for their enthusiasm and commitment. 

 

Winter / Spring League 

The football Winter / Spring League is up and running with teams from fifth and sixth classes playing each other on a 

league basis. This league provides a great opportunity for all the girls to play in matches and to develop their skills fur-

ther. Ms. Breen, Ms. Fox and Ms. Heneghan are involved in refereeing the matches at lunchtimes.  

http://www.peaceproms.com/


Mission Statement 

Scoil Bhríde, 

Clane 

 

 

Vision Statement: 

The Vision Statement of Scoil Bhríde promotes the development of health, happiness and confidence 

as pre-requisites of learning and full personal growth. 

 

 

Mission Statement: 

Scoil Bhríde is a Girls Presentation Primary School.  Our mission is to educate all our children to their 

fullest potential.  We endeavour to do this in an environment where they feel cherished, safe and 

happy.  We hope to create an inclusive environment through parents, children and staff working col-

laboratively to ensure that; 

 Children experience a broad-based curriculum and a wide variety of extra-curricular activities to 

fully develop their unique gifts and talents. 

 The individuality of each person is celebrated and all feel a sense of belonging. 

 Respect and understanding underpin all relationships in the School Community. 

 An attitude of acceptance is fostered for all who visit, work and learn here.  

 Our Catholic Ethos is maintained while welcoming and respecting all faiths and none. 

 Our responsibility for care of the environment is developed and maintained on a  Local, National 

and Global level. 

 Opportunities are provided to develop respect for our Irish Language, Culture and Heritage. 

 The children of Scoil Bhríde will continue to contribute to the vibrant Community of Clane. 

 

 

 



Used Clothing Collection 
 

The Parents Association would like to thank everyone 

who supported our Used clothing collection which was 

held on Wednesday 15th October.    We had a great re-

sponse and raised €554.40 which will be used to benefit all 

the girls in the school.   

We hope to have another collection in the Spring and 

would be grateful if you would keep this in mind if you are 

clearing out your wardrobes after the winter!  We will 

also be collecting old mobile phones so if you are due an 

upgrade anytime soon or expecting a new one for Christ-

mas please store your old phone for our next collection.  

Many thanks. 

 

 

 
 

 

Cool Button Tree 

A familiar Character this time 

of year 

What Creative Owls! 
A part of the new school building 

 

Santa’s Watching 
 

Christmas time is coming  

It’s time we must be good, 

For Santa’s watching everyday, 

And we forgot we should 

 

Clean our room and wash the 

car, 

Help Mum with every chore, 

For presents we are after, 

And a good one we must score 

 

No time to chat, no time to play, 

There’s dishes to be done 

There will be time later, 

For us to have some fun. 


